
 

    Good afternoon and thank you all for being here! I’m Lillibeth Navarro, 

Disability Rights Advocate.  History tells us that it was actually the women 

who convinced our founding fathers to make the opening statement to the 

Constitution, a more inclusive phrase: “We the people” & the “we” included 

women—mothers of patriots who were patriots themselves who took care 

of the wounded in battle. The women also knew that “all” included us, 

people with disabilities. 

    We have endured for years, the isolation & the rejection of our families 

and society—our discrimination stories were painful and dramatic, without 

the guaranteed protections under the Civil Rights Act Of 1964 which 

unfortunately excluded us. However, learning from the great Martin Luther 

King, Jr, we gathered our community and led a big group of disabled 

advocates to demand a radical change to the physical environment, to 

travel and communication; to employment and housing. Our intrepid 

women leaders kept the movement alive by getting everyone to send 

Congress, their discrimination diaries as overwhelming evidence of the 

need for our own legislation. Finally, the Americans with Disabilities Act 

was signed into law on July 26, 1990.   

    For the first time in our lives, people with wheelchairs could go out with 

their friends, work, travel, etc. People with visual and sensory disabilities 

could touch, feel and “see” their environment, those with mental and 

learning disabilities became part of this human experience of exploring 

what life is about. We rose from obscurity to visibility, and even started an 

international revolution transforming countries and inspiring them to create 

access for their people. 

   This year, the ADA is 28 years old but the ADA is being weakened by the 

office of the State Architect and the State Building Standards Commission. 

They are fighting local activists who have gained incredible expertise and 

whose work over the years made California’s version of the ADA better 

than the federal version.  To make matters worse, this trend has 

accelerated into a federal effort to weaken the ADA. 

So, Our CALL TO ACTION: 

a.) Please call Governor Jerry Brown and tell him to stop the attack on the 



ADA. 

b.) Call your legislators to stop this misguided effort to rollback on our 

access rights.     

No government should be able to rescind our civil rights!  Oh no, over our 

dead batteries!   

With the ADA we are unleashing the unimaginable rewards of our varied 

contributions to humanity.  We are here to demystify the disability 

experience because disability and disease are part of human life.   

 

As technology progresses and tasks get easier and easier for us and as we 

in the disability community grow closer and closer to optimum participation, 

one day, we shall meet at that beautiful, authentic point of human 

understanding and with our children, we will build a new world which 

includes all—this “We the people!” 

Thank you! 

 


